litima Experience

Among other things, ljtimas are about competing in educational and sports competitions. | have some
fond memories of these competitions from various Ijtimas. One particular one that comes to mind is my
final ljtima as a Khadim. For years | had salivated for the top rank in the religious knowledge
competition. The year before our team had even tied the top position only then to loose in the play off.
But this was it. It was now or never to win the coveted religious knowledge competition as a Khadim.
Our team (Southeast region) had some knowledgeable members. We divided up the syllabus amongst
ourselves to review during the ljtima and went to work. Making it past the pre-qualifiers was not a given
but somehow we pulled it through.

Finally, it was time for the competition. Slowly but surely fewer and fewer teams were left. We were still
in it though. Before long, we found ourselves tied for the top place...what? Not again! It was déja vu
from the previous year. We were not sure of anything anymore...just hanging by a thread. Then the
deciding question was asked: Which cities did Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Il — May God be pleased with him,
hold Jalsas to announce the fulfillment of the Promised Reformer prophecy in him?

The other team went first. They didn’t get it right and now it was up to us to snatch the first place. One
of our team members was Waqgfe Nau and jumped up upon hearing the question. Without hesitation, he
spouted the cities’ names: Hoshiarpur, Lahore, Ludhiana and Delhi.

It was the correct answer. Southeast region had won the religious knowledge competition...fulfillment of
a longtime dream!

| can still picture how it happened, where we were sitting and what it felt like.

| have similar memorable moments from other Ijtimas as well...of meeting and competing and forming
new bonds of brotherhood. May God make this ljtima a memorable one for all!
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