Quran provides guidance in spiritual and practical matters alike. As such, we find
success principles outlined in the Quran as well. Here, | will present two such
principles. They are:

1. Transparency
2. Leading by example.

Transparency: Simply stated Quran advises us to be honest.
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Translation: O ye who believe! fear Allah, and say the right word.

This means that in all situations, one should carry out straight talk...neither half-
truths nor something that is misleading. In addition, Quran doesn’t limit the
honesty to situations when speaking the truth is convenient, rather it emphasizes
to hold on to it at all times. This is especially true when someone’s commitment
to truth is challenged so that by being less than truthful, a person or his relatives
stand to gain an advantage. So we have:
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Chapter 33 verse 71

Translation: O ye who believe! be strict in observing justice, and be witnesses for
Allah, even though it be against yourselves or against parents and kindred.
Whether he be rich or poor, Allah is more regardful of them both than you are.
Therefore follow not low desires so that you may be able to act equitably. And if
you conceal the truth or evade it, then remember that Allah is well aware of what
you do.

Chapter 4 verse 136

Leading by Example: Quran advises us to follow our own advice before asking
others. Therefore, we read in the Quran:

Translation: O ye who believe! why do you say what you do not do?
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Chapter 61 verse 3



This makes sense. By focusing on ourselves first and foremost, we set the
example for others which goes farther than words. Not only is this a pragmatic
approach, it establishes trust and credibility in our circle of influence. If indeed
one considers him to be equal to others and wants to come across as non-
arrogant and condescending one would follow this advise. The admonition is
repeated in the following verse:
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Chapter 61 verse 4

Translation: Most hateful is it in the sight of Allah that you say what you do not
do.

Allah does not appreciate a contradiction between one’s words and actions.
Therefore, the desirable approach is to align one’s actions with one’s beliefs and
words. This will set a person right with Allah as well as lead to professional
success.



